IZ8                   STACK   DUMMIES

largely due to the steady march of humanitarian-
Ism. Not only have most of the barbarous cus-
toms of old been abolished, but mankind has
grown too squeamish to suffer, much less enjoy ,
their mimic representation, Yet the time was
when horrible sights, both on the stage and off,
were the delight of the masses, Decapitation
scenes and scenes of torture were rife in the old
French mysteries and, in such, dummy figures
had of necessity to be employed. They were
technically known as "feints", and the term
Indicates how they were made to serve. It was
simply a matter at the critical moment of adroit
substitution. That nothing might be lacking in
the conveyance of the illusion, great care was
taken in the manufacture of the dummy, either
as whole (where it was complete) or of the
component parts. The severed head had a posi-
tively blood-curdling similitude, We have it on
the authority of Gustave Cohen that the head
was first carved in stone from the life, with the
actor as sitter, then modelled In pasteboard, and,
after being coloured with discretion, rendered
hirsute.1 Obviously* with the making of trunks
there must have been a similar painstaking*
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